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                 DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND WOMEN’S HOMICIDES 

 
Every day in the United States women are killed or severely injured because of domestic violence abusers’ 
access to firearms. Abusers use firearms as their primary weapon of choice in domestic violence homicides 
and third weapon of choice in non-fatal domestic violence assaults.i When abusers have access to 
firearms, both women’s safety and women’s lives are in danger.   
 

U.S. WOMEN’S HOMICIDES   
 From 2001 through 2012, 6410 women were murdered in the United States by an intimate partner 

using a gun – more than the total number of U.S. troops killed in action during the entirety of the 
Iraq and Afghanistan wars combined.ii  

 From 2002 through 2011, an average 3,551 women were killed every year in the United States.iii  

 During that same 2002 through 2011 time frame, firearms were used to kill more than half of the 
women murdered in the U. S.iv 

 Women in the United States are eleven times more likely to be murdered with guns than women in 
other high-income countries.v 

 In the U. S. more domestic violence homicides are committed by dating partners than by 

spouses.vi There is a high correlation between stalking and women’s homicides.vii  

WOMEN IN THE U.S. ARE AT AN INCREASED RISK OF HOMICIDE WHEN ABUSERS HAVE ACCESS TO 

FIREARMS 
 From 1980 to 2008, 40% of all women murdered in the United States were murdered by a current 

or former intimate partner.viii In 2010 and 2011 more than half of all women murdered in the United 
States were murdered by a current or former intimate partner.ix   

 More than three times as many women are murdered with guns used by their husbands or intimate 
partners than are murdered with strangers’ guns, knives, or other weapons combined.x   

 Homes with guns have a 3-fold increased homicide risk as compared to homes without guns.  This 
risk increases to 8-fold when the perpetrator is an intimate partner or relative of the victim.  When 
previous incidents of domestic violence exist, the risk of homicide is 20 times greater.xi 

 Women are 46% less likely to be shot to death by former or current intimate partners in states that 
require background checks before firearms purchases.xii 

 Abusers are often deadliest when victims wish to leave.xiii One-fifth of homicide victims with 
restraining orders are murdered within two days of obtaining the order, and one third are murdered 
within the first month.xiv 

Congress Is Urged To:   

 Support legislation prohibiting abusers from having access to guns include dating partners, 
non-intimate partner stalkers, and firearm removal at the time temporary protection orders 
are granted. In the House Representatives can support and co-Sponsor H.R. 2216 (Rep. 
Capps bill, D-CA).  

 Support increased funding for National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) 
($73m) and incentivize states to provide prompt and complete entry of civil and criminal 
prohibited purchaser data into NICS. Priority focus needs to be on domestic violence 
prohibitors (18 USC 922 g(8) and g(9)).  
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